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DAS AUDIT

STRENGTHENING
INDIA'S DIGITAL

ADDRESSABLE SYSTEM
India's television broadcasting distribution sector has

undergone a remarkable transformation since the
introduction of the Digital Addressable System (DAS).

By replacing analogue cable networks with digital
addressable platforms.

DAS has improved transparency, enhanced
subscriber choice, enabled better quality of service and
established a more accountable commercial ecosystem for
broadcasters and Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs).
However, the effectiveness of DAS depends not only on
technology but also on the integrity of its implementation.
Robust audits therefore remain a cornerstone of ensuring
regulatory compliance, commercial accuracy and consumer
confidence.

Recognising the growing importance of quality
audits, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
organised a dedicated workshop on 31 July 2026 for
empanelled audit firms, broadcasters and DPOs. The
initiative reflects TRAI's continued commitment to
strengthening governance and improving the overall quality
of audits within the DAS ecosystem.
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DIeesa nao pardiSa-ta baZ,ayaI hO̧  ga`ahkaoM kao jyaada ivaklp idyao
hOM̧  saovaa kI @vaailaTI baohtr kI hO AaOr p`saark va ivatrk PlaoTfa^ma-
Aa^proTr ³DIpIAaó  ko ilae jyaada javaabadoh vaaiNaijyak [kaoisasTma
banaayaa hO.halaaMik DIeesa kI saflata isaf- tknaIkI pr nahIM̧  bailk
[sao laagaU krnao ko trIko ko [-maanadarI pr BaI inaBa-r krtI hO.[sailae¸
inayamaaoM ka palana¸ kmaiSa-yala saTIkta AaOr ga`ahkaoM ka Baraosaa banaayao
rKnao ko ilae majabaUt Aa^iDT bahut ja$rI hO.

@vaailaTI Aa^iDT ko baZ,to mah%va kao samaJato hue¸ TolaIka^ma
rogaulaoTrI Aqaa^irTI Aa^f [MiDyaa ³T/a[-́  nao 31 jaulaa[- 2026 kao empOnalD
Aa^iDT fmsa-̧  p`saark AaOr DIpIAao ko ilae Kasa vak-Saa^p Aayaaoijat
kI.yah phla DIeesa [kaoisasTma maoM gavanao-Msa  kao majabaUt krnao AaOr
Aa^iDT kI kula @vaailaTI kao baohtr banaanao ko ilae T/a[- kI lagaatar
p`itbawta kao idKatI hO.

INDIA'S DIGITAL
ADDRESSABLE
SYSTEM
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6G: THE NEXT DIGITAL LEAP

THE IMPORTANCE OF AUDITS IN THE DAS
ECOSYSTEM

Unlike analogue systems, Digital Addressable
Systems rely on integrated technologies such as Conditional
Access Systems (CAS) and Subscriber Management
Systems (SMS) to accurately manage subscriber activation,
channel authorisation and revenue reporting. These systems
generate technical and commercial data that form the basis
for subscriber declarations, broadcaster payments and
regulatory compliance.

Independent audits
ensure that subscriber numbers
reported by DPOs accurately
reflect active subscribers, that
encryption and addressability
requirements are maintained,
and that the technical
infrastructure complies with
regulatory standards. In doing
so, audits minimise disputes
between broadcasters and
distributors while promoting
transparency across the value
chain.

For broadcasters,
reliable audits provide
confidence that content
revenues are linked to genuine
subscriber declarations. For
DPOs, they establish
operational credibility and demonstrate compliance with
regulatory obligations. Ultimately, consumers benefit from
a more transparent ecosystem that supports better service
quality and fair competition.

KEY REGULATORY REFORMS
To improve audit quality and streamline compliance,

TRAI introduced amendments to the Interconnection
Regulations and the DAS Audit Manual, effective 1 April
2026. These reforms bring greater clarity, accountability and
procedural consistency to the audit process.

Among the significant changes is the introduction
of clearly defined timelines. DPOs are now required to
complete annual audits based on the financial year and
submit audit reports to broadcasters by 30 September each
year. This replaces the earlier calendar-year audit cycle and
aligns reporting with financial accounting practices.

The revised framework also enhances transparency
by permitting broadcasters to nominate representatives to

DIeesa [kaoisasTma ma o M Aa^iDT ka mah%vaDIeesa [kaoisasTma ma o M Aa^iDT ka mah%vaDIeesa [kaoisasTma ma o M Aa^iDT ka mah%vaDIeesa [kaoisasTma ma o M Aa^iDT ka mah%vaDIeesa [kaoisasTma ma o M Aa^iDT ka mah%va
enaalaa^ga isasTma ko ]laT¸ iDijaTla eD/osaobala isasTma ³DIeesa´

sabsaËa[bar ei@TvaoSana¸ caOnala Aa^qara[jaoSana AaOr rajasva irpaoiT-Mga kao
sahI ZMga sao maOnaoja krnao ko ilae kMDISanala e@saosa isasTma ³saIeesa´ AaOr
sabsaËa[bar maOnaojamaoMT isasTma ³esaemaesa´ jaOsaI ekIkRt tknaIkI pr
inaBa-r krto hOM.yao isasTma Toi@nakla AaOr kmaiSa-yala DoTa banaato hOM̧  jaao
sabsaËa[bar kI jaanakarI¸ p`saark kao pomaoMT AaOr rogaulaoTrI inayamaaoM ko

palana kao AaQaar banato hOM.
svatM~ Aa^iDT yah p@ka

krta hO ik DIpIAao Wara batayaI
gayaI sabsaËa[bar saM#yaa Asala maoM
ei@Tva sabsaËa[basa- kI saM#yaa kao
sahI–sahI idKatI hO̧  einËPSana AaOr
eD/osaoibailaTI kI ja$rtoM pUrI haotI hOM̧
AaOr Toi@nakla [MÍasT/@car rogaulaoTrI
sTOMDD\sa- ko mautaibak hO.eosaa krnao
sao̧  Aa^iDT ba`a^DkasTsa- AaOr ivatrk
ko baIca ivavaad kma krto hOM AaOr pUrI
vaOlyaU caOna maoM pardiSa-ta kao baZ,avaa doto
hOM.

p`saarkaoM ko ilae¸ BaraosaomaMd
Aa^iDT sao yah Baraosaa imalata hO ik
kMToMT sao haonao vaalaI kmaa[- AsalaI
sabsaËa[bar kI jaanakarI sao jauD,I
hO.DIpIAao ko ilae [sasao kamakaja

maoM ivaSvanaIyata banatI hO AaOr inayamaaoM ka palana krnao kI baat saaibat haotI
hO.AaiKr maoM̧  ga`ahkaoM kao ek jyaada pardSaI- isasTma ka fayada imalata
hO̧  jaao baohtr saovaa @vaailaTI AaOr inaYpxa p`itspQaa- kao baZ,avaa dota hO.
ma u#ya roga ula oTrI sa uQaarma u#ya roga ula oTrI sa uQaarma u#ya roga ula oTrI sa uQaarma u#ya roga ula oTrI sa uQaarma u#ya roga ula oTrI sa uQaar

Aa^iDT kI @baailaTI kao baohtr banaanao AaOr inayamaaoM ka palana
krnao ko ilae T/a[- nao [MTrknao@Sana rogaulaoSana AaOr DIeesa Aa^iDT maOnauAla
maoM badlaava ikyao hOM̧  jaao 1 ApÒla 2026 sao laagaU hao gayao.yao sauQaar Aa^iDT
p`aosaosa maoM jyaada spYTta¸ javaabadohI AaOr p`iËyaa maoM ek$pta laato hOM.

Ahma badlaavaaoM maoM sao ek hO samaya–saImaa ka laagaU haonaa.Aba
DIpIAao ko ilae ja$rI hO ik vao fa[naoMiSayala [-yar ko AaQaar pr saalaanaa
Aa^iDT pUra kroM AaOr hr saala 30 isatMbar tk p`saark kao Aa^iDT irpaoT-
saaOMpo.yah phlao ko kOlaoMDr [-yar Aa^iDT saa[kla kI jagah laota hO AaOr
irpaoiT-Mga kao fayanaoMiSayala Aka]MiTMga ko trIkaoM ko saaqa jaaoD,ta hO.

saMSaaoiQat Íomavak- pardiSa-ta kao BaI baZ,ata hO¸ @yaaoMik yah
p`saarkaoM kao Aa^iDT kI kaya-vaahI doKnao ko ilae p`itinaiQa inayau@ krnao

THE IMPORTANCE OF
AUDITS IN THE DAS

ECOSYSTEM
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observe audit proceedings. Should broadcasters identify
discrepancies or inadequacies in an audit report, they are
now empowered to seek clarifications through the DPO,
with auditors required to respond within prescribed
timelines. Where concerns remain unresolved, broadcasters
may, with TRAI's approval, commission an independent
audit at their own cost.

Additionally, if a broadcaster
does not receive an audit report by
the stipulated deadline, it is
authorised to initiate an audit of the
concerned distributor. To reduce
compliance costs for smaller
operators, TRAI has made annual
audits optional for DPOs with fewer
than 30,000 subscribers, while
preserving broadcasters' right to
conduct audits of such operators
where necessary.

BUILDING AUDIT EXCELLENCE THROUGH
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

Regulatory reforms alone cannot ensure audit
effectiveness. Recognising this, TRAI's July 2026 workshop
focused on enhancing auditor competence and promoting
uniform audit practices across the industry.

The workshop brought together over 130
participants from empanelled audit firms, broadcasters,
DPOs and technical experts. Sessions covered evolving
audit methodologies, regulatory expectations, practical
implementation challenges and best practices for evaluating
CAS, SMS, fingerprinting systems and commercial
reporting. Presentations by BECIL, audit firms and industry
stakeholders facilitated valuable knowledge sharing and
encouraged greater consistency in audit outcomes.

Periodic training programmes of this nature are
expected to improve the quality of audit reports while
reducing interpretation gaps and procedural
inconsistencies across the industry.

FUTURE OUTLOOK
As India's broadcasting ecosystem continues to

evolve, the role of the Digital Addressable System is likely
to expand beyond conventional subscriber management.
Increasing adoption of hybrid broadcast-broadband
services, cloud-based headends, IP television, targeted
advertising, advanced analytics and personalised content
delivery will make distribution networks significantly more
complex.

kI Anaumait dota hO.Agar p`saark kao Aa^iDT irpaoT- maoM kao[- gaD,baD,I yaa
kmaI imalatI hO tao Aba vao DIpIAao ko jairya spYTIkrNa maaMga sakto hOM
AaOr Aa^iDTsa- kao tya samayasaImaa ko BaItr javaaba donaa haogaa.Agar
icaMtayaoM dUr nahIM haotI hOM tao p`saark T/a[- kI maMjaUrI sao Apnao Kca- pr
svatM~ Aa^iDT krvaa sakto hOM.

[sako Alaavaa¸ Agar iksaI p`saark kao
tya samaya–saImaa ko BaItr Aa^iDT irpaoT- nahIM
imalatI hO tao ]sao saMbaMiQat ivatrk ka Aa^iDT
krnao ka AiQakar hO.CaoTo Aa^proTraoM ko ilae
inayamaaoM ka palana krnao ka Kca- kma krnao ko
ilae¸ T/a[- nao 30¸000 sao kma sabsaËa[bar vaalao
DIpIAao ko ilae saalaanaa Aa^iDT kao vaOkilpk
banaa idyaa hO̧  saaqa hI ja$rt pD,nao pr eosao
Aa^proTraoM ka Aa^iDT krnao ka p`saarkaoM ko
AiQakar kao BaI banaayao rKa hO.

xamata ivakasa ko jaire Aa^iDT mao M ba ohtrIna kama kaoxamata ivakasa ko jaire Aa^iDT mao M ba ohtrIna kama kaoxamata ivakasa ko jaire Aa^iDT mao M ba ohtrIna kama kaoxamata ivakasa ko jaire Aa^iDT mao M ba ohtrIna kama kaoxamata ivakasa ko jaire Aa^iDT mao M ba ohtrIna kama kao
baZ ,avaa donaabaZ,avaa donaabaZ,avaa donaabaZ,avaa donaabaZ,avaa donaa

isaf- rogaulaoTrI sauQaaraoM sao Aa^iDT ko Asardar haonao kI gaarMTI nahIM
dI jaa saktI.[sao samaJato hue T/a[- kI jaulaa[- 2026 kI vak-Sa^p ka
maksad Aa^iDTr kI kaibailayat baZ,anaa AaOr ]Vaoga maoM ek jaOsao Aa^iDT
trIkaoM kao baZ,avaa donaa qaa.

[sa vak-Saa^p maoM empOnalD Aa^iDT fmaao-M̧  p`saarkaoM̧  DIpIAao AaOr
tknaIkI ivaSaoYa& saiht 130 sao jyaada laaoga Saaimala hue.saoSana maoM
Aa^iDT ko badlato trIkaoM̧  rogaulaoTrI ]mmaIdaoM̧  vyaavahairk p`stuitkrNa kI
caunaaOityaaM AaOr saIeesa¸ esaemaesa¸ ifMgaripM̀iTMga isasTma AaOr kmaiSa-yala
irpaoiT-Mga ko maUlyaaMkna ko ilae ]plabQa savaao-<ama pÒi@Tsa pr cacaa- kI
gayaI.baI[-saIAa[-ela¸ Aa^iDT fmaao-M AaOr ]Vaoga ko ihtQaarkaoM kI pòjaoMToSana
sao ja$rI jaanakarI ka Aadana p`dana huAa AaOr Aa^iDT ko natIjaaoM maoM
jyaada ek$pta laanao kao baZ,avaa imalaa.

[sa trh ko samaya–samaya pr haonao vaalao T/oinaMga kaya-Ëma sao Aa^iDT
irpaoT- kI @vaailaTI baohtr haonao kI ]mmaId hO̧  saaqa hI pUro ]Vaoga maoM
Alaga–Alaga trh sao samaJanao AaOr p`aosaosa maoM haonao vaalaI kimayaaoM kao BaI kma
ikyaa jaa sakogaa.
BaivaYya kI sa MBaavanaaya o MBaivaYya kI sa MBaavanaaya o MBaivaYya kI sa MBaavanaaya o MBaivaYya kI sa MBaavanaaya o MBaivaYya kI sa MBaavanaaya o M

jaOsao–jaOsao Baart ka p`saarNa [kaoisasTma ivakisat hao rha hO̧
iDijaTla eD/osaobala isasTma kI BaUimaka parMpirk sabsaËa[bar maOnaojamaoMT sao
khIM Aagao baZ,nao kI saMBaavanaa hO.ha[iba`D ba`a^DkasT– ba`a^DbaOMD saovaaAaoM̧
@laa]D–baosD hoDeMD\sa¸ Aa[-pI TolaIivajana¸ TargaoToD iva&apna¸ eDvaaMsD
enaailaiT@sa AaOr psa-nalaa[jD kMToMT iDilavarI kao Apnaanao sao ivatrNa
naoTvak- kafI jaiTla hao jaayaoMgao.
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In this evolving environment, audit methodologies
must also become more sophisticated. Future DAS audits
are expected to incorporate automated data analytics,
artificial intelligence-assisted
anomaly detection,
cybersecurity assessments, real-
time compliance monitoring and
cloud infrastructure verification.
These technologies can improve
audit accuracy while reducing
manual intervention and
operational delays.

The emergence of
unified content distribution platforms and converged
broadcast-IP networks will further require regulators to
revisit audit frameworks to ensure they remain technology-
neutral and capable of addressing next-generation delivery
models.

CONCLUSION
The success of India's Digital Addressable System

depends on more than digital infrastructure—it depends
on trust. Accurate subscriber reporting, transparent
commercial practices and rigorous technical compliance
form the foundation of a sustainable broadcasting
ecosystem.

TRAI's latest regulatory amendments and capacity-
building initiatives represent a significant step towards
strengthening that foundation. By improving audit quality,
enhancing accountability and fostering collaboration
among broadcasters, distributors and auditors, the
Authority is reinforcing confidence across the broadcasting
value chain.

As India's television distribution ecosystem
embraces digital convergence and next-generation
technologies, a robust, transparent and future-ready
audit framework will remain indispensable in ensuring
regulatory compliance, protecting stakeholder interests
and sustaining the long-term growth of the broadcasting
industry.

badlato maahaOla maoM̧  Aa^iDT ko trIkaoM kao BaI baohtr AaOr AaQauinak
banaanaa haogaa.BaivaYya ko DIeesa Aa^iDT maoM Aa^TaomaoToD DoTa enaailaiT@sa¸

AaiT-ifiSayala [MToilajaoMsa kI madd sao
gaD,baiD,yaaoM ka pta lagaanaa¸ saa[bar saurxaa
kI jaaMca¸ iryala Ta[ma kMPlaayaMsa maa^inaTirMga
AaOr @laa]D [MÍasT/@car ka vaoirifkoSana
Saaimala haonao kI ]mmaId hO.yao tknaIkoM
Aa^iTD kI saTIkta kao baohtr banaa saktI
hOM AaOr saaqa hI maOnyauAla kama AaOr
Aa^proSana maoM haonao vaalaI dorI kao kma kr
saktI hOM.

ekIkRt kMToMT ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr
p`saarNa–Aa[-pI naoTvak- ko ek saaqa Aanao sao inayaamak Íomavak- pr ifr sao
ivacaar krnaa haogaa.]nhoM yah p@ka krnaa haogaa ik yao Íokvak- To@naaolaâjaI–
nyaUT/la haoM AaOr AgalaI pIZ,I ko iDlaIvarI maa^Dla kao saMBaalanao maoM saxama hao.
inaYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -

Baart ko iDijaTla eD/osaobala isasTma kI saflata isaf- iDijaTla
[MÍasT/@car pr hI nahIM¸ bailk ]Vaoga ko Baraosao pr BaI inaBa-r krtI
hO.sahI sabsaËa[bar irpaoiT-Mga¸ pardSaI- kima-Sayala trIko AaOr kD,o
Toi@nakla inayamaaoM ka palana ek majabaUt iTka} ba`a^DkaisTMga [kaoisasTma
kI naIMva banaato hOM.

T/a[- ko hailayaa rogaulaoTrI badlaava AaOr xamata inamaa-Na kI phla
]sa naIMva kao majabaUt krnao kI idSaa maoM Ahma kdma hO.Aa^iDT @vaailaTI
kao baohtr krko̧  javaabadohI baZ,akr AaOr p`saark¸ ivatrk va Aa^iDTr
ko baIca sahyaaoga kao baZ,avaa dokr¸ Aqaa^irTI ba`a^DkaisTMga vaOlyaU caona maoM
Baraosaa majabaUt kr rhI hO.

jaOsao–jaOsao Baart ka TolaIivajana ivatrNa [kaoisasTma iDijaTla
knvajao-Msa AaOr AgalaI pIZ,I ko tknaIkaoM kao Apnaa rha hO̧  vaOsao–vaOsao
inayamaaoM ka palana sauinaiScat krnao̧  ihtQaarkaoM ko ihtaoM kI rxaa krnao
AaOr p`saarNa ]Vaoga kI laMbao samaya kI ivakasa banaayao rKnao ko ilae ek
majabaUt¸ pardSaI- AaOr BaivaYya ko ilae tOyaar Aa^iDT Íomavak- bahut ja$rI
banaa rhogaa.


	MagCoverAd_September2026_2
	Page 5
	Page 6

	SCAT2026-Ad_ 22062026
	BigVentures-Ad_Sept26
	Shivam-Ad_Oct2025
	Vortex-Ad_Aug26
	September2026_Content
	Dish Doctor & Articals
	Sep 2026_News_FINAL
	SCAT Magazine-Mediakit-Ad_09102025
	scat internet-Ad_16042026
	SCAT Magazine Ad_1604206

