DASAUDIT

STRENGTHENING
INDIA'S DIGITAL
ADDRESSABLE SYSTEM

India's television broadcasting distribution sector has
undergone a remarkable transformation since the
introduction of the Digital Addressable System (DAS).
By replacing analogue cable networks with digital
addressable platforms.

DAS has improved transparency, enhanced
subscriber choice, enabled better quality of service and
established a more accountable commercial ecosystem for
broadcasters and Distribution Platform Operators (DPOS).
However, the effectiveness of DAS depends not only on
technology but also on the integrity of itsimplementation.
Robust audits therefore remain a cornerstone of ensuring
regulatory compliance, commercial accuracy and consumer
confidence.

Recognising the growing importance of quality
audits, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
organised a dedicated workshop on 31 July 2026 for
empanelled audit firms, broadcasters and DPOs. The
initiative reflects TRAI's continued commitment to
strengthening governance and improving the overall quality
of audits within the DAS ecosystem.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF AUDITS IN THE DAS
ECOSYSTEM

Unlike analogue systems, Digital Addressable
Systemsrely on integrated technol ogies such as Conditional
Access Systems (CAS) and Subscriber Management
Systems (SMS) to accuratel y manage subscriber activation,
channel authorisation and revenue reporting. These systems
generate technical and commercia datathat form the basis
for subscriber declarations, broadcaster payments and
regulatory compliance.

Independent audits
ensurethat subscriber numbers
reported by DPOs accurately
reflect active subscribers, that
encryption and addressability
requirements are maintained,
and that the technical
infrastructure complies with
regulatory standards. In doing
so, audits minimise disputes
between broadcasters and
distributors while promoting
transparency across the value
chain.

For broadcasters, §
reliable audits provide
confidence that content
revenues are linked to genuine
subscriber declarations. For
DPOs, they establish
operational credibility and demonstrate compliance with
regulatory obligations. Ultimately, consumers benefit from
amore transparent ecosystem that supports better service
quality and fair competition.

KEY REGULATORY REFORMS

Toimprove audit quality and streamline compliance,
TRAI introduced amendments to the Interconnection
Regulations and the DAS Audit Manual, effective 1 April
2026. Thesereformsbring greater clarity, accountability and
procedural consistency to the audit process.

Among the significant changes is the introduction
of clearly defined timelines. DPOs are now required to
complete annual audits based on the financial year and
submit audit reports to broadcasters by 30 September each
year. Thisreplacesthe earlier calendar-year audit cycleand
aligns reporting with financial accounting practices.

Therevised framework also enhances transparency
by permitting broadcasters to nominate representatives to
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AUDITS IN THE DAS
ECOSYSTEM

qud @i § JAifse &1 T8

TN e & Fae, f2iied uziew fred (3aum)
FHAFBEA Tedy™, I SRRAN AN T FaféT &
TEN S WA I & (01T Heloa T e (Foed ) e
ASHIZAT Wiotie (e (THUHTT ) S Udhigd daniidl o
T @7 1T fren 2fFea an waiiad Se1 a9 B, o
AABZE Dl AN, TANE B T AT T[eredl i &
qIe BT STEE a9 ¢ |

AT HASS Ig el
HAT & fob ST B0 gamn
Tl AAGBIZAT T A |
Uferee TOThIZad dl HET &l
eIl femard &, Ui 3w
Tzed & AIa® & [T HH
7, se qrEdred AT s
@ dra foare &% &7 € AT g
I T § UrETAdr @l agrar o
B

T & fou, YHe
Jize F 9 Wi Mean & &
®eZ A B aell HHTE STl
AAGEAT B AFBIT H ol
HEC AT tEE
§ frgamraaT Sl & 3 Wi o 9Ie &7 1 ard Aied erdr
2 | 3R H, el &1 Udh T9TaT IFEst RBred &1 wer Fedr
¥, Sl ded? T el T Hoder uicrdet bl aerEr 3ar |
e TPeedl gun

e @l F@Ierel & Jed? - 3T WEH @1 9
U o (01T 215 | ST oM 3 S0 Hifee 33
4 gaed [ &, ST 13U 2026 H @6 & T | JUR A=
U H STET Teedl, Hdtaeel ST 9fhar § Ul o © |

e gedEl § A UH © qHI-AM 1 @r] & | 3|
SN & [T T 2 {oh I BEATSE $97 & ST 97 A1
HifZe Q1 %Y AT &7 A1 30 Fdar a6 T & 3z Furd
A | T2 Tl & st 397 S AZehed Bl e @dl & A
PO @l BEHIEA ST & ailhl & A1 Asdl @ |

TN WHad JIEIAr & 9T deldl &, il I8
ARG B (22 H HEAE! 3737 & o7 dfare FgeF &

24 SATELLITE & CABLETV

SEPTEMBER 2026



DASAUDIT

observe audit proceedings. Should broadcasters identify
discrepancies or inadequacies in an audit report, they are
now empowered to seek clarifications through the DPO,
with auditors required to respond within prescribed
timelines. Where concernsremain unresolved, broadcasters
may, with TRAI's approval, commission an independent
audit at their own cost.

Additionally, if abroadcaster
does not receive an audit report by -
the stipulated deadline, it is F o a
authorised to initiate an audit of the i
concerned distributor. To reduce
compliance costs for smaller
operators, TRAI has made annual
auditsoptional for DPOswith fewer
than 30,000 subscribers, while
preserving broadcasters' right to
conduct audits of such operators
where necessary.

BUILDING AUDIT EXCELLENCE THROUGH
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

Regulatory reforms alone cannot ensure audit
effectiveness. Recognising this, TRAI's July 2026 workshop
focused on enhancing auditor competence and promoting
uniform audit practices across the industry.

The workshop brought together over 130
participants from empanelled audit firms, broadcasters,
DPOs and technical experts. Sessions covered evolving
audit methodologies, regulatory expectations, practical
implementation challenges and best practicesfor evaluating
CAS, SMS, fingerprinting systems and commercial
reporting. Presentationsby BECIL, audit firmsand industry
stakeholders facilitated valuable knowledge sharing and
encouraged greater consistency in audit outcomes.

Periodic training programmes of this nature are
expected to improve the quality of audit reports while
reducing interpretation gaps and procedural
inconsistencies across the industry.

FUTURE OUTLOOK

As India's broadcasting ecosystem continues to
evolve, therole of the Digital Addressable Systemislikely
to expand beyond conventional subscriber management.
Increasing adoption of hybrid broadcast-broadband
services, cloud-based headends, IP television, targeted
advertising, advanced analytics and personalised content
delivery will make distribution networks significantly more
complex.
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In this evolving environment, audit methodologies
must also become more sophisticated. Future DAS audits
are expected to incorporate automated data analytics,
artificial intelligence-assisted
anomaly detection,
cybersecurity assessments, real-
time compliance monitoring and
cloudinfrastructure verification.
Thesetechnologiescanimprove
audit accuracy while reducing
manual intervention and
operational delays.

The emergence of
unified content distribution platforms and converged
broadcast-1P networks will further require regulators to
revisit audit frameworksto ensure they remain technol ogy-
neutral and capabl e of addressing next-generation delivery
models.

CONCLUSION

The success of India's Digital Addressable System
depends on more than digital infrastructure—it depends
on trust. Accurate subscriber reporting, transparent
commercial practicesand rigoroustechnical compliance
form the foundation of a sustainable broadcasting
ecosystem.

TRAI'slatest regulatory amendments and capacity-
building initiatives represent a significant step towards
strengthening that foundation. By improving audit quality,
enhancing accountability and fostering collaboration
among broadcasters, distributors and auditors, the
Authority isreinforcing confidence acrossthe broadcasting
value chain.

As India's television distribution ecosystem
embraces digital convergence and next-generation
technologies, a robust, transparent and future-ready
audit framework will remain indispensable in ensuring
regulatory compliance, protecting stakeholder interests
and sustaining the long-term growth of the broadcasting
industry.m
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